
OUR FAMILY’S PASSION IS PRODUCING QUALITY MILK, 

WHILE PROVIDING EXCELLENT CARE TO OUR COWS & THE LAND.

Spring 2015

-The Lamb & Veazey Families

Hi Neighbors!

Lamb Farms

 No matter how long the winter, spring is always sure to follow! While 
our cows didn’t mind the coldest winter on record (remember, cows are 
born wearing a fur coat), we are thrilled with warmer temperatures, the sun 
shining brightly and green grass growing!  This weather also gives us the 
itch to get out there and “play” in the soil and plant some seeds, which we’ve 
included an article about, as well as the result of our plantings - food for our 
cows!  And what would spring be without something about baby calves? 
 As always, we are offering tours of the farm, if anyone is interested, 
please just call us! We’d love to show you around! Pretty soon, you won’t even 
have to wear your mud boots! Thanks again for being such great neighbors, 
our families truly apprecaite your support. 

One of the most important jobs on our 
farm is taking care of the baby calves.  We   
have roughly 14 baby calves born every day.  
Calves are essentially the future of our dairy 
farm, so we go out of our way to treat these 
little beings right. 

For their own safety, baby calves are removed from their mothers shortly after 
birth.  (Mother cows can easily harm their babies by stepping or laying on them.)  The 
baby is moved into a hutch with lots of bedding.  It also keeps the calves separated to 
help prevent contagious diseases.  We feed our baby calves colostrum twice a day in a 
large bottle.  Colostrum is the first milk produced by the mother cow after she has her 
baby, and is dense in nutrients and antibodies to help jump start their immune system. 

After two days, we teach our calves to drink out of a bucket, and switch them over 
to milk we pasteurize on the farm to protect them from any harmful bacteria.  Each 
calf drinks about a gallon of milk at each feeding. They are also fed a little grain for 
extra protein and to help stimulate the development of their digestive system. 

After a couple weeks, our calves’ immune systems are strong and healthy enough to move them into a group with oth-
er calves their size, allowing them to socialize and play.  After a couple months, calves will stop drinking milk and begin to 
eat hay and silage and continue their life on the farm with their fellow herdmates.

Baby Calves

We want to hear from you!  
Please let us know if you have 
any questions about our farm, 
or if there is anything we can 
do to be better neighbors.  

Contact: 
Farm Office

585-948-5777
lambfarms@hotmail.com

Or find us on the web at
www.lambfarmsinc.net

      “Lamb Farms”

CONTACT US
ANYTIME!



Lamb Farms
6880 Albion Road
Oakfield, NY 14125

A cow has four stomachs, requiring over 100 pounds of feed a day.  
It takes over two acres of land to feed one cow. 
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Planting Crops is an Exact Science
For farmers who live in the Northeast, we have one chance to grow 

the feed we need for our animals for the entire year. Our five-month 
growing season requires careful planning, long hours, and a bit of luck for 
good weather.  

Getting ready to plant the crops begins long before the weather is 
warm. Once the crop is harvested in the fall, soil samples are taken in 
the fields that will be planted next season. This gives us an indication of 
what nutrients are in the soil and the pH of the soil. Then we need to go 
through piles of catalogs to find the right seeds. To pick seeds, we consid-
er the type of soil, growing degree days, and the insects in this area.

When the weather becomes warm and the soil is dry enough to work, 
field prep work begins. Before we actually plant the seeds, lime is applied 
to the soil before it is tilled to improve the pH of the soil, if needed. Next, 
we will till the soil with a “zone builder” that helps us prepare a nice soft 
seed bed, while minimizing erosion and moisture loss.  This also helps the 
soil warm up. Ideally, we want the soil to warm up to at least 50° F. The 
soil samples from the fall let us know the amount of nutrients in the soil 
currently. If needed, we can add more nutrients through applications of 
manure and fertilizer. Each crop has different nutrient needs. 

Finally, we are ready to plant! This spring, Lamb Farms will be plant-
ing corn, beets, peas and alfalfa. Each of those crops has different planting 
and growing needs.  Fortunately modern 
planting equipment allows us to deter-
mine the depth and rate of seeding with 
the push of a button. Once planted, we 
wait – and hope for good weather, which 
entails gentle rains and warm tempera-
tures.  Growing and caring for the soil 
and crops on our farm is just as import-
ant as caring for our cows.

Our cows are fed and monitored 
like athletes.  That’s because dairy 
cows must eat a nutritionally balanced 
diet in order to produce quality milk. 
Each cow on our farm consumes 
about 100 pounds of  feed a day, with 
over 60% of  it locally grown right here 
on our farm.  They also drink around 
25 gallons (roughly a bathtub full) of  
water every day.  We work with a dairy 
cattle nutritionist to create a feed ra-
tion (or recipe) that reflects our cow’s 
dietary needs based on her age, milk 
cycle and pregnancy status. 

Our cows are fed a mix of  corn 
silage, alfalfa haylage, ground up corn, 
ground up canola, soy hulls and a 
dash of  vitamins and minerals.  Be-
cause a dairy cow has four stomachs 
(technically, four compartments), cows 
can consume and digest plants and 
proteins that are otherwise too difficult 
for our simple digestive systems.   In 
fact, roughly 75% of  what a cow eats 
is not consumable by humans.  

What Cows Eat

Our
 tractors 

move slow.
Our equipment 

is large.  Please have 
patience and use caution

 when you see slow moving 
farm equipment on the road.


